LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
To the officers and practitioners of the Court I must
say, that though with respect to a very few of the latter
I have had occasion to animadvert with some severity,
their conduct in general has been highly satisfactory. As
to the officers of the Court, they have all, in their several
stations, endeavoured to assist me to the utmost of their
power; they have materially done so, and I owe them
sincere thanks.
It would have been my wish to have continued to sit
until the gentleman who has been named to succeed me
should have arrived. I believe it was his wish also, and I
have every reason to think so; and from him I have
experienced every degree of politeness and attention. I
am sorry that other persons should have thought me
unworthy to have been entrusted with the Seal during
the interval. What can occasion this (which I cannot but
consider as a personal insult), I am unable to guess; but I
have been informed that a peremptory order has come to
the Lord Lieutenant not to suffer a moment to elapse in
preventing the Great Seal from longer remaining in my
hands. I know not whence this jealousy of me has arisen,
or how my continuing to act in the Court of Chancery
(for I could make no other use of the Seal, but under the
warrant of his Excellency) could interfere with any views
of His Majesty's Ministers.
I am proudly conscious of having discharged the duties
of my station with honesty and integrity to the utmost of
my ability. For the office I care not, except so far as it
afforded me the opportunity of discharging conscientiously
an important public duty. It was unsought for by me:
I came here much against my will; I came here from a
high situation in England, where I was living amongst
my old friends and in the midst of my family. But I was
told that I owed it to public duty and to private friendship
to accept the office, and I yielded. I yielded to the solicita-
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